
Lesser Slave Lake Economic Alliance

hen Stan Peacocktookthe first steps

to turn the stirrhr'r'ee d gro$ ing on his

[:rrm ncar High Prairic lioln a problcn-r

into profit. thc Lcsser Sl:ne l,akc Econorlric r\lli:rnt e

iLSLI-Aiwas rcaclv to he\r c.rut.

I-ihe manv l:rt'mcrs in north-ccntr:rl AlLrerta,

Pcacock usecl to battle the lccd, tlhich grol's
crtrenrcivl'ell on m:rrginal{}rrnl:rnd. r\n interest in

biocliesci got Pcat:ock l'onclering t hethcr the little

seeds ol the stinkteecl. thich ;rlso goe s Ln'the n:ulle

pernrt:ress, might be crushed irtto usablt' oil.

"I took some canolt seecl ancltt'e e rlshecl it. Thelc

u:rs a lot ol irennt'cress ill it ancl n'c lloticc(l thaL it

c:rnte out good. cvetl bctter itl'r:ru canola aloncl."

Peacocli s:rvs. 'fhis incident plalltecl thc seed of an

iclea in Pe:rcoch's nrind, but hc needed sorne capit:rl

to hclp it grorr.

Pcac ock turned tci the LSLEI\. ruhich scn'es tht:

rcgion in north-crcntral Alberta. :rncl t'nacle a prc-

scntation t() ils boarcl. "'ltr be c1r-rite ltoncst. lr e u'cLe

surpriscd tbat an o)cl ;rroblertr c ould Lrc tulllccl iuto

sorr-rcthirg- r'iable." savs LSLE.\ board chailNvin
Prillings. I)cqrite thcir initial surpt'ise, boarcl tncm-

bcrs instantlr'likcd Peacock's prt4losal. and l'ith
sonie hclp liom the ncighltouring Pc:rce l{cgion

Ilc:otrornic l)ertlopnrcnt AJJizrnc:e. LSLET\ pmicled

lunding {br initi:rl pcnnl cress t rc4l rcscarch.
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Nol, the pcrrnltrcss research that l,SLE,'\ hc\rd
I'uncl is one r.car undcnlar: Alberta Agricr-rliure alld

RLI'a1 Der,clol:rrncnt researchets han'ested the {irst

tcstfields in Eclmonton, Gratrclc Prairit: and High

Prairic inJuJl'2009.

t(Tobe quite honest, we were
surprised that an old Problem

could beturned into
something viable 1;

Ar:c orcling to Krt esi Arnpong-Nvarko, a special

crops rescarch scicntist u'ho js lcacling the penrlr'

cress project, thc first crops rl clc succclssful. Lrut the

team is stiil try-ing to cicterrninc the ltcst tilne to plant

pennvcress scecls. Ii:rtilizel rcquircmetrts anrl hort'

pcnnvcrcss ( onrpctcs rl ith other l'eeds. He is opti-

rnistic about l hat he secs, ancl cstim:rtes pennlcress

coulcl bc ctttnmcn:itrlizcd rvithin the ncrt lil'e vc:rrs.

"\Ne arc'rerv c:xcited," Anrpong-Nvarkc.r savs. "I'r'c

r'r'orkccl u.ith so tnanv crops, Lltt I think this one is go-

ing to bc verv eas\'. It r-rsuallr" t:rhes so long lbr nel'
crops to be comnrercialized, but I thinh this olre is

qoing to be dillcrent."
Tarn a \'{cDonald, a bio-cnergv rt:seatrh scientist

:rt Olds Collt:ge. ortrsees thc pt.rrtion o1' thc research
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that crarnines pressin3- tcchniclutls to extract oll l1 orl
tl're scccls. NlcDonalcl is :rlso looking into uses lirrpen-

n\rrcss mcal the org:uric material thzrt len-rains aller'

thc plessingpr"occss. "It tr':rs a sood fit lbr trs becaust'

u,e hacl been doing u'ork iu biodiesel iclcvt'lopnrcntl

lor a ft\\: )'ears," she s:ivs. "\\t u'ere alrcaclv looking

at alternatirts to Lrsing lbod-eracle oil as Iuel."

As thc project moves iuto its sct:oncl vcar. botll
Billings anci Peac ock arc ol)tirristic Lhat this initial
research uill lc:rc[ to a pcntn crcss biodicsel plant in

the Lersser Slavc Lakc :rrea.

Pcnrtvclcss also has tht potelltial to provide an

altcrnatirt ftrr cattle ranchcrs jn the area' nlatl\ of

ltcirn f-:rced signific:Lnt dizrllenses as nlarkets:rnrl

prict:s cleterioratecl. Pe:rcc-rck has alrcach solcl ofi'

part of his cattle hcrd and planted 1,000 acrcs ol'

pcnnvcress on his prt4lerni Recentl)'. irvclstors ancl

rcsclrchcrs Il'om Ontario. the L-lnited States, arlcl

cven South Kotr:a harc shou'n interest in Peacot k's

pennlcress ptijet:t.
Pcacock sal.s gettingto Lhis pointu oulcldthiLrc been

possibie uithoutthc supponprcniclcd hr LSLEI\. 
-l'hc

board's r-ision 1bt' econonic de r clopmcnt in thc rc-

gion inrites innor"ation. capturingtteu' oPportnnities.

"That's u,h1' t1'rc pennrrrcss pnrject has nrovecl :rheacl

so f zrr," Peacock sa1's. "fhc'1".. t.alistic and sal'tbat

this couldbe greatftrr thc rcgioli's iirrmers."
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